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In the last 10 years, photography has slowly migrated from storing pictures on chemical film to digital sensors and memory cards. While a seemingly simple difference, it has created dramatic changes to the way photographs are used in the world. This presentation aims to dissect the changes this migration had on how people interact with digital photos in the home setting.

Several areas of photo management have been altered thanks to digital photography. First, it has changed the basic process of how people take photographs. Digital cameras have become small, light, easy to use, and affordable, allowing everyone to start taking photos in very different settings. Second, it has allowed people to share the vast quantities of photos being taken in seconds using email or photo-sharing websites. Third, photographs may be organized much more robustly. Images can be tagged, copied, annotated, and searched. Finally, these large databases can be archived and saved for later viewing, and backups can be created of precious memories captured using photos.

We will examine each of these characteristics by looking at results from a user-study [1] and see how photography has changed as it entered the digital age.
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